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Sunday, April 28, 2024 
 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
17330 South Highway 441, Summerfield, FL  34491   352-307-4500 

Worship Times:  Sundays 8am @ 10:30am 
TrinitySummerfield.com 

Email us at office@trinitysummerfield.org 
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Rev. Blair Clark, Pastor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME!!! 
 

A warm joyous welcome to all who gather to bear 
witness to the resurrection of Jesus, our King of 

Kings! 
 

OUR RITE OF FRIENDSHIP: 
Members and guests:  Please register your attendance in the 
red pad located at the end of each row.  We ask our guests 

to please print your complete address and phone 
number. When it reaches the other end of the row, pass it 

back.  Upon its return note the other names; you may meet a 
new friend in Christ today. 

 
Please turn off your cell phone. 

 
If you desire a hearing assistance unit,  

speak with an usher. 
 

 
“To serve as God guides us to bring people 

closer to Jesus Christ through worship, Bible 
studies, prayer and fellowship” 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 28, 2024 

 
 
PRELUDE – by David Freudenburg 
 

“OH, THAT I HAD A THOUSAND VOICES”  
Tune: Johann B. König 
Setting: Anne Krentz Organ 

 
“CHRIST HAS ARISEN, ALLELUIA” 
 Tune: Tanzanian 
 Setting: Nancy M. Raabe 

 
“AMAZING GRACE” 
Tune: American 
Setting: Zach Unke 
 

CCLI Copyright License: 1373091  Streaming License: 21701499 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
[Please Stand] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4 
 

OPENING HYMN: 
 “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY” 
LSB #790 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 
 
 
INVOCATION AND EASTER ACCLAMATION  
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
C He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P In the water of baptism we were joined to Christ and made members of the kingdom 

of God.  Through water and the Word, God has clothed us with His mercy and 
forgiveness, earned through the merits of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Let us 
give thanks to God for His mercy and forgiveness, extended to us daily through 
baptismal grace. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved 
those who believed, Noah and his family. You led Your people through the water on 
dry ground, foreshadowing the washing of Holy Baptism.  We pray that You would 
behold Your baptized people gathered in this house of worship.  According to Your 
boundless mercy, continue to bless us with true faith by the Holy Spirit.  Remind us 
that through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism You drowned the sin inherited from 
Adam, and that You continue to cleanse us daily from the stain of sins we commit 
knowingly and unknowingly through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
C He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

P We confess our sins together 
C I confess that I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered more. 

The Lord's name I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have 
faltered. I have not let His love have its way with me and so my love for others 
has failed. There are many whom I have hurt and many whom I failed to help. 
My thoughts and desires are soiled with sin. I have sinned against God and 
against you, my brothers and sisters. There is no health in me. For the sake of 
Jesus Christ forgive me my sin and lead me to amend my sinful life, that I may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake forgives 
us all our sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 
 

P May He who began this good work within us bring it to completion on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.   

C Amen. 
 
[Please be seated] 
 
HYMN: 

“LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH” 
© 1978 & 1986 Prism Tree Music. Used by permission CCLI #1373091 

 

Lord, I lift Your name on high; 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises.  
I’m so glad You’re in my life; 
I’m so glad You came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay;  
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  
Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
(Repeat entire song) 
 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
P We pray. 
All: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ You 

have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that 
we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord's resurrection, may be raised 
from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING         Acts 8:26-40 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting 
in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that 
chariot and stay near it."  
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Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you 
understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone 
explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was 
reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb 
before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the 
earth." The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?"  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him 
the good news about Jesus.  
 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, 
here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch 
did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus 
and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
L  This is the Word of the Lord.        
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE          1 John 4:1-11 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already 
in the world. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one 
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  
 
They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world 
listens to them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of falsehood.  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God   
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ANTHEM  
“I THEN SHALL LIVE” 

Words: Gloria Gaither 
Music by Jean Sibelius, arr. by Lloyd Larson 

By “All Things Possible and God’s Grace” 
 
[Please stand] 
 

HOLY GOSPEL        John 15:1-8  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
 

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like 
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! 
                 
[Please be seated] 
 

SERMON HYMN 

“TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” 
LSB #783 vs 1-3 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON      
“Fruitful Connections” 

John 15:1-8 
Pastor Blair Clark 

 

[Please stand] 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

[Please be seated] 
 
 

OFFERING HYMN 
“TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” 
LSB #783 vs 4-6 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

 
PRAYERS  
P God of all good gifts, 
C we give You thanks and praise for all the blessings You bestow on us each 

day. With these offerings we offer ourselves to Your service and dedicate our 
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lives to the proclamation of Your love; in the name of Him who gave His life 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

P As we trust in the Good Shepherd's guidance, let us pray for the Church, the world, 
and all those in need. 

 

 That all who gather to hear the voice of the Shepherd and feast at His table might 
be one in Him and in ministry to the whole world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P That all who govern and lead may seek justice and all who serve in our military be 
watched over as they work for the good of all people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P That all who live without adequate food, clothing, or shelter might receive our care 
as we share our abundance, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P That those who walk through the valleys of fear, loneliness, loss or illness, especially 
those in our own family of Trinity we have lifted up to You previously; and those 
whom we now name in our hearts, that they might find Your comfort and love, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P That this congregation and the remembrance of the still waters of our baptism might 

move us to share the loving care of the Good Shepherd with those in need in our 
community, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

(Intercessory Prayers) 

Happy Birthday 
April 27  - Linda Chamberlain and Kathy Dowbenko  

April 28 - Nick Bock 
April 30 - Frank Ross 
May 2 - Clyde Hoppe 

May 3 - Dennis Esch, Carl Luepnitz and Dianne Bell 
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.Happy Anniversary 
April 30 - Roy &Beverly Coombe 8 

May 1 - John & Lynn Meissner's 48, Jay & Patti Paxton 48 and 
Craig & Blair Staas 27 

May 2 - Walter & Georgie Erskine 59 
Mike & Wanda David 54 
Cheri & Tom Sawyer 16 

May 3 - Gary & Lorelei Kerr 48 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers  
We remember the family of David Zeller who was 

called to his heavenly home April 24, 2024. 
 
 

P Into Your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

 
[Please stand] 
 

 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, blessed are You.  

Before the foundation of the world You chose us to be Your children.  You have 
liberated us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of Your dear 
Son, the very image and reflection of Your glory.  For Him the universe was made.  In 
Him we have received redemption and forgiveness of sins.  
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LORD'S PRAYER        
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the T new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P When we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the death of the 

Lord until He comes.  
C  Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again! 
 
[Please be seated]  
 
 

 
AGNUS DEI                                                                      
 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God 
You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“I LOVE YOU LORD” 
Words and Music by Laurie Klein 

Arr. by Arnold B. Sherman 

Sung by:  All Things Possible and God’s Grace 
 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
 



 

13 
 

 
“O LORD, WE PRAISE THEE” 
LSB #617 - Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110014697 Tune: Public domain 
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“STEP BY STEP” 
Communion Song Book #9 
 

O God, You are my God, 
And I will ever praise You.  
O God, You are my God,  
And I will ever praise You.  
 
I will seek You in the morning,  
And I will learn to walk in Your ways.  
And step by step You'll lead me,  
And I will follow You all of my days. 
 
And I will follow You all of my days, 
And I will follow You all of my days, 
And step by step You'll lead me, 
And I will follow You all of my days. 
 
[Please stand] 
 
BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 

grace unto life everlasting. Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
P We pray together 
All:  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.   

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
“LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” 
LSB #924 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 South Highway 441 
Summerfield, FL  34491 

Church: 352-307-4500 /Toll Free: 1-877-832-2187 
Website: www.trinitysummerfield.com 
Email: office@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
Christianity is the only religion of the world to insist that reconciliation with the creator 
cannot ever be accomplished by our performance. Only through the revelation of a Savior, 
who would be the substitute sacrifice for all of our wrongdoing and make us right with 
God, can we finally overcome our sense of separation from the Almighty.  
 
This is a gift and promise of life that we rejoice in and share with Christians around the 
world. We share with all Christians the desire that everyone would come to know Jesus 
and experience a life under “new management” – the grace and purpose of God. 
 
Trinity is a member of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. We enjoy a blessed 
confessional heritage of Biblical Christianity with over 65 million Lutherans around the 
world and over 7 million Lutherans in the U.S. alone. What we know and believe comes 
only from the Bible, which is God’s inspired Word. While the Bible is certainly our guide 
for holy living, the primary purpose of the Bible is to reveal Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord. 
 
We believe every Sunday at Trinity Lutheran Church is a “little Easter”, a celebration of 
the resurrection of our Lord. We celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper every 
Sunday in all worship services. We believe the forgiveness and strength of faith we are 
promised through receiving the very body and blood of Christ is so greatly needed by all 
of God’s people, for we are truly a community of wounded healers. For a Christian Church 
to be anything else than a place of common fellowship and unity and a source of strength 
for our fragile faith is to fail its God-ordained purpose and intent. 
 
Our pastor would like to be of service to you in any way he can. Feel free to call the church 
office or speak with Pastor Blair directly if you wish to find out more about the church or 
have more personal needs of a spiritual nature. 
 

TEACHING THE 
LOVE OF 
CHRIST  


