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“Then Jesus said to them all, ‘If anyone would come after me,  
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.  

Forever whoever wants to save his life will lose it,  
but whoever loses his life for me, will save it.’” (Luke 9:23-24) 

 
 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
 

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus and Happy New Year!  I know the New Year has already passed us by, but it is never too 
late to offer such a greeting considering this is the first publication of the Tidings Newsletter for 2024. I pray you have had a 
good start to this New Year and that at least one of your resolutions for 2024 includes growing in your faith and Christian  
discipleship as a part of our faith-family here at Trinity Lutheran. I am looking forward to seeing what God has in store for His 
people and our congregation throughout this new year. If it is anything like 2023, we can anticipate the continued goodness of 
our God, His enduring mercy and grace, and the work of His Holy Spirit continually molding us into His vision for the mission 
and ministry He would have us to accomplish for His Kingdom in this new year. 
 
I would like to take a brief look back to the close of 2023 and thank God for the wonderful blessing He granted for us to enjoy  
that included the following: 
 

· A wonderful Advent and Christmas Season 
· Increased worship attendance with Snowbirds and visitors 
· Increased growth in our Bible Class attendance  
· Completion of our Leadership Training with hands-on instruction in Policy Based Management 
· Election of our new Board of Directors 
· Approval of a balanced 2024 Ministry Budget Plan  
· The Call Committee actively engaged interviewing Pastoral Candidates  

Our Ministry Teams are actively involved in making preparations with a variety of opportunities for you to be strengthened in 
your faith-walk with Jesus Christ through this most sacred and holy time of the year with Lent, Holy Week, and the season of 
Easter. Beginning with our Ash Wednesday Service on February 14, this year’s Lenten theme is entitled, “Guided to the Cross” 
where you will be drawn to Calvary and each week will reveal how Christ and His cross serve as examples of how to live our 
lives taking up our cross and following Him as our crucified and risen Lord. 
 
Unique to our celebration of Holy Week this year will be our Maundy Thursday Communion Celebration on March 28 where you 
will certainly want to be a participant. This year we will be hosting a licensed “Maundy Thursday Dinner Theater” and Commun-
ion Service entitled, “The Upper Room” .  Not only will this service include the re-enactment of the Passover Seder Meal, (a reg-
ular dinner will also be served), it will also include the Institution of the Lord’s Supper, and the Service of Holy Communion as 
the family of God with kneeling communion at the rail in the original sanctuary now commonly referred to as the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Due to limited space in our Fellowship Hall, our Ministry Teams will be hosting two (2) special services on Maundy Thursday at 
11:00am and 6:00pm. Given the special nature of this service, we are asking that members seek to attend in such a way that 
we have a balanced attendance at both services if possible for the full effect and purpose of this worship experience. There is 
no cost to attend the entire worship experience including dinner, but we do ask that you register in advance and try to stick to 
your choice of service so we can know in advance how many to prepare for. We do not want the registration to hinder you from 
attending as the 6:00pm service will still have daylight as we will have moved into daylight savings time. 
 
Registration for the Maundy Thursday services will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 14 and will close on Palm Sunday, 
March 24.  With our two services we tentatively have room for serving 400 people. 
 
Yes, I am looking forward to what God has in store for our mission and ministry together in this community and the spiritual 
growth opportunities He’s providing in our cross-carrying walk with Him as our Lord and Savior. Please keep our ministry, the 
Call process, and our leaders in your prayers. And I thank God for your generosity, faithfulness, and love as we begin this New 
Year to God’s glory alone. 

The administrative team would like to also extend a great big Thank YOU for all the wonderful Christmas blessings and gener-
ous gifts that were given by you, our church family.  We are truly blessed! 

 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Blair Clark 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Jesus Christ”  

1 Thessalonians 3:16-17 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Christ at Trinity, 
 
As we begin this year 2024, we are all closer to our goal of seeing our Great God in his glory and being free 
from the curse of our sin. Your new Board of Directors met twice in January to develop plans on how to im-
plement the changes in our constitution and to write new policies and procedures.  

For your information we have elected: 

¨  Paul Stieber, Chair 

¨  Wayne Greenwell, Vice Chair 

¨  James Wuensche, Treasurer 

¨  Joan Egeland, Secretary  

¨  Marilyn DeTizio and Rusty Ryan, at large members 

The guide for all decisions is the following:  

Mission - To share the good news of Jesus Christ;  

and our  

Vision- To serve as God guides us, to bring people closer to Jesus Christ through worship, bible studies, 
prayer and fellowship.  

As we develop our new plans, the Lord would have us grow as a HEALTHY FAMILY based on Love,  
Respect, Kindness, Forgiveness, Faith, and Mercy. God makes this possible when we are engaged in wor-
ship, bible study, prayer and fellowship.  
 
Please pray for Trinity as we travel this path together serving our Lord! 

 

Peace,  

Paul Stieber 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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2024 MIDWEEK LENTEN AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

“GUIDED TO THE CROSS” 
 

Throughout the holy season of Lent and our celebration of Holy Week, we are drawn to Calvary to live in forgiveness, 
hope, love, peace, trust, perseverance, humility, service, sacrifice, and new life.  Each week the services in this series 
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“Guided to Forgiveness” 
 

“Guided to Hope” 
5:00pm Dinner 

 

“Guided to Love” 
5:00pm Dinner 

 

“Guided to Peace” 
5:00pm Dinner 

 

“Guided to Trust” 
5:00pm Dinner 

 

“Guided to Perseverance” 
5:00pm Dinner 

 

“Guided to Humility” 
 

 

A UNIQUE WORSHIP AND COMMUNION EXPERIENCE 
SEDER MEAL AND DINNER THEATER 

(Attendance Registration) 
 

“The Room Upstairs” 
 

“Guided to Sacrifice” 
 

“Guided to New Life” 
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Join this group of friends for Fun and Fellowship at the 
Oakwood Restaurant at 10:50am on the last  
Saturday of each month!  Their next gathering is Saturday, 
February 24th!  See the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.   
Reach out to Joan Herro should you have any questions. 

 

If you knit or crochet, please consider stopping by to pick up some yarn to start 
a prayer shawl to contribute. We are happy to help you get started. (we have in-

structions) We would love you to join us.  
 

We meet in Classroom One from 9:30am —11:00am.   
 

We meet on Mondays on the following dates: 
February 26, March 25, and April 22.   

Please note that due to Memorial Day being celebrated on the 4th Monday, 
May’s gathering will be on the third Monday - May 20. 

   Call Wanda David if you have questions.  
     We do not meet during the summer months of June, July, and August.   

  

CALLING ALL BOOKWORMS 
  
Our Bookworm Reading Club is meeting Wednesday, February 7 @ 1:30pm  in 
Classroom 1 to discuss Midnight at the Blackbird Cafe by Heather Webber. Please 
come even if you haven't finished the book.  Our club is a wonderful group of 
Christian ladies who always have an opinion about something! 
 
Head's Up:  Have you ever made a list of your favorite books?  You might want 
to after you read The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams.  When a list of seven 
book is  mysteriously discovered between the pages of a book at a tiny neighbor-
hood library, it brings together not only two unlikely characters, but unites an  
entire  community. 

                                    Questions??  Call Carol Keenan 

Attention all 
men of  

Trinity—You 
are invited to 

attend Trinity’s 
Men’s Club! 

 
This group meets the first Monday of each 
month in the Fellowship Hall.  Stop by for 
food, fun and fellowship with other broth-
ers in Christ. Should you have any ques-

tions, please contact Jim Keenan!  See you 
soon!!!  

 
 

Trinity Singles meet the third  
Friday of each month at 5:00pm  
at various local restaurants.  
Look for details in weekly  
announcements.  

Sign-up sheet is located in the narthex.   
Come join us!      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around the globe, Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) is proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ using 
a variety of culturally appropriate venues and media. They have ministry centers in over 30 coun-
tries, each with local staff working hand-in-hand with dedicated volunteers and church partners. 
 
Through innovative workshops, LHM is equipping individuals to share Christ's message of hope in 
their communities and is engaging volunteers and congregations to help connect those who respond 
to local Lutheran congregations where they will continue to be cared for and nurtured in their 
faith.   
 
These include Gospel Adventures, LHM Learn, Para el Camino, Vivenciar, CPTLN app and many, many 
more. Look for coming details of our Feb 4th effort to inform and provide opportunity to bring 
Christ to the nations and the nations to Christ through your support of LHM.  
 
 

Thank you. For more information, contact Jerry Iseler. 
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The Community of Gratitude Emergency Food Center serves residents in the area of East Lake Weir, 
Weirsdale, Ocklawaha and Umatilla.  

The center is located at 13335 E. Hwy 25, Ocklawaha,  
directly behind the Ocklawaha Methodist Church. 

 
Our congregation volunteers deliver donated food and non-food  

items to the center every Tuesday. We encouraged giving on a weekly basis and items may be dropped off in 
the designated baskets found in the Narthex and/or may be left in the churches administrative office.  

 
If you wish to leave a monetary gift it would be used to purchase needed food items.   

 
Anyone who may be interested in joining the deliver team may sign up by placing your name and infor-
mation on the form found in the Narthex or in the administrative office. Yes, there are months left to be 

filled by volunteers; also, if you so desire, you may volunteer at the center to help fill boxes of food on any 
given Tuesday and Saturdays during their open hours of 10:00 am 12:00 pm or on Thursdays-1:00 pm -3:00 

pm.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jim and/or Nancy Steinmark. 

Lutheran Hour Sunday  
February 4, 2024 

We would like to thank Dean Ehrenheim,  
Sr. Ministry Advancement Counselor with Lutheran 
Hour Ministries for participating in February 4th’s  

service and  for hosting Bible Study!   



 
DID  YOU KNOW? 

Trinity has a prayer team that consists of four  
faithful pray-ers who pray  

fervently for congregation members, their family, and 
friends.   We get our requests from the bulletin  

Prayer List and the call-in Prayer Chain.  
However, if anyone needs an urgent or private 

prayer, please call Carol Keenan.  
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to prayers, we make monthly phone calls and send cards of  

encouragement.  (This is in addition to the lovely handmade, all-occasion cards 
that Anna Gay's team sends though Care Ministry). By calling monthly, we have 
found that many who have been on the list for several months have updates in 
their conditions, good or worsening, new medications, or procedures,  and they  

don't always report this to the church office. We ask that that you please either 
call the office or Carol Keenan to give any medical updates. 

 
Our team meets the second Wednesday of the month to coordinate and update 
each other on our findings.  We then pray as a team for each individual, always 

including our church and ministry.   
 

Do you feel the love yet?  It's a frightening,  scary world out there  
sometimes but don't ever feel you are unloved or alone. Our Prayer Team wants 

to assure you that WE CARE AND LOVE YOU.  
 

And yes, we can always use more hands to help with this essential ministry. If 
you have the gift to talk on the phone or send a card or pray privately for 

someone, you should know who to call by now, right? 
 
 

Abundant blessings and love to you all, 
Carol Keenan 
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 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  auxiliary of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran 
Church are  members and are encouraged to serve others through mission,  

education, inspiration and service.  We invite you to attend our meetings and 
learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with  Gladness”   

Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

Thank you to the many members and guests who attended our Jan. 30th evening meeting and 
dinner!  What a great evening of fellowship!  Additionally, at this event, we were delighted to 
present the Hospice of Marion County Angel Program with a check for $1,725 which was the 

amount donated at our Red Boot Tea in December! 

  

Our February meeting is on Tuesday, February 27 @ 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.   All 
members of the congregation are invited to attend this special meeting with guest speaker, 

Scarlet Holcombe, who will do a PowerPoint presentation on her mission trip  
experiences.  She will also speak about an upcoming Kenya Mission trip scheduled in  
August.   We will also have a short business meeting and refreshments will be served.    

 

 

In March, we have invited Dee Collier to come and do a portrayal of Corrie ten Boom.   Corrie 
and her family, who were Christians,  lived in Holland during World War II, and sheltered over 
700 Jews and helped them escape.  She was the only member of her family who survived the 

concentration camps and has a riveting story to tell through the portrayal by  Dee Collier.   We 
will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00pm and refreshments will be served.  We encourage the 
congregation to come and support this event and invite your friends to join you.  Tickets will 

be available ($10) beginning Sunday, Feb. 25th.  Proceeds from this event will be donated to a 
charity that will be selected and will be posted in the weekly announcements.    

April’s meeting will be on April 23 and will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00pm.   We will 
begin with a devotional message from Pastor Blair, followed by a program from the organiza-

tion “VOCAL” (Voices of Change Animal League of Ocala).  This charitable group pro-
vides  help and financial assistance to families who are struggling to provide food and medical 

attention for a pet, so the pet can remain in their loving home.   

 
       LWML Mite Box Collection  

 
1st Sunday of each month! 

 

If a contribution cannot be made at 
the beginning of the month, it can 

be made at any time.  The Mite Box 
is always available in the Narthex. 
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The Christian Cancer Care Blessings (CCCB) project is a ministry of the  
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) of Trinity Lutheran Church 
(TLC) striving to make living with cancer more comfortable through God’s love 
and blessings. 
 

This ministry has been remarkably successful because of the generous donations 
and volunteer work of our congregation. Together, we have distributed over 100 

bags and many of you have been able to take a cancer care bag to someone you know going through a 
cancer related treatment.  
 

To keep this ministry going, we need your help. We will be packing 
more bags to have available for you when supplies are low. The  
following list of items is needed to complete these bags:  
Non-skid socks, individual packages of Chap Stick or Lip Balm, small, 
boxed Teas, sugar-free cough drops or throat lozenges and crocheted or 
knitted lap blankets. 
 

Donations can be placed in the CCCB labeled bin in Room 4.  
 

There are several items that will need to be purchased and bags that need postage for mailing. If you 
are interested in helping this ministry with a monetary donation, please make the check payable to 
LWML with CCCB on the memo line.  
 
Thank you. For more information, call Jan Garner  
 

*********CALLING ALL WOMEN AND MEN WHO LIKE TO KNIT OR CROCHET ********* 
Your help is needed! We include a Lap Robes in our Care Bags and we running short!   

If you can help, it would be greatly appreciated.  See instructions below:  
 
KNITTING LAP ROBES: 
Cast on 75 St 
Continue with any pattern  
(ex. K all St or K one row  
and P one row, etc.) 
Until lap robe measures 30”. 
Then fasten off. 
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LAP ROBES TO CROCHET  
(approx.. 20”X30”) 
Chain 59, Turn,  

Sc in ea st across  (58) 
Ch 1 (if sc across or chain 2,  

if dc across) in ea st 
Continue in desired pattern until 

 lap robe measures 30” 



 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes 2023 

 

 
 

Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to all creation (Mark 16:15) 
 

This past fall, we filled nearly 300 boxes.  Most reports received indicate our boxes are 
blessing the lives of children in numerous countries in  

Africa.  And…the impact?  Three hundred boxes can multiply to 3,000-7,000 new Gospel 
opportunities for children, their parents, grandparents and neighbors. Many thanks to all 

who participated whether you filled boxes individually or “adopted” a box.  Special recog-
nition to the Men’s Club for accepting our challenge to fill 12 boxes (one for each disciple!).  
To the women who provided plastic canvas crosses, to Sharon Ahrens for sewing over 100 
dresses for girls; to Debbie Zwolak for her crochet skills providing numerous items for the 
boxes and to Jim Moore for creating our display trees for the narthex and Fellowship Hall.  
And a big shout out to all who helped in “building” and distributing boxes after each ser-

vice and helping transport to our area “drop off” facility. 
Together everyone achieves more….. 
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The Music Ministry would like to thank everyone who attended the Trinity Christmas Cantata, 
Night of The Father’s Love, presented on Dec. 13, 2023. It was a wonderfully rewarding  
experience and we hope you enjoyed it. We would also like to thank The Board of Fellowship for 
the wonderful fellowship dinner served after the Cantata.  
 
Thank you to the 51 participants, who supported this ministry with their gifts, talents and time 
to bring this musical experience of Christ’s birth to you.  
 
A special Thank you to our accompanist, Judy Hall, without whom I would be lost. Thank you to 
The Trinity Lutheran Choir (pictured), who began rehearsing this Cantata in September and 
never tired of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big Thank you Trinity members on percussion (Mary Ellen Taylor, John Faiella, and 
Mike David), bells/chimes (Carol Greenwell and Wanda David), and on flute, Joan Egeland 
and clarinet, Rick Carlson.  
 

Thank you to the narrators, Pastor Blair Clark, Roy Egeland, and Donna Faiella. Thank 
you to our guest musicians on strings and brass. And Thanks to our Tech support. You all 
were awesome and I enjoyed working with you. 
 

Serving Christ alongside you, 
Jan Garner 
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(top left to right: Pat Braasch, Kay Jacobson and Joan Egeland,  

bottom left to right: Kris Loffler, Diana Pollard, Lou Brady, Carol  
Greenwell, Wanda David and Debbie Zwolak with director, Jan Garner) 
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Always Faithful meets the first and third Tuesday morning each month.  
If you miss being a part of a small group and are interested in joining our 

family of brothers and sisters, we have two openings.   
We invite you to join us! 

Check your calendar and let us know. Blessings. 
 

For more information, contact Jan Garner.  
 

We will be meeting at 10am on the following dates: 
 

February 6 & 20 
March 5 & 19 

April 2, 16, 23 & 30 
 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses 
it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”  (2nd Timothy 16-17  NLT) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  HELP US TO HELP YOU!!!  
 
Our church directory is in need of updating!  We want to be sure we 
can reach you when needed!  If you have moved, changed phone 
numbers or email address over the past couple of years, please 
email or call the church office with your updated information!   

 
Also, if possible, please include a person that would be considered 
“an emergency contact” in the event we needed to reach out to 

a family member in the event of an emergency.  
Thank you for your help in keeping our records current!!   

 
 



 
On January 7, 2024 during our worship service we installed the leaders of Trinity which included the new 

Board of Directors and the Elders Ministry Team.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listed below are the leaders pictured in the above photo beginning from the left: 

James Moore, Elder 
Joan Egeland, Secretary 
Chuck Matthias, Elder 

Marilyn DiTizio, Board of Directors Member at Large 
James Wuensche, Treasurer 

Wayne Greenwell, Vice Chairperson 
Leonard Bremer, Elder 

Will Evans, Elder 
Paul Stieber, Board of Directors Chairperson 

Bill Schwieger, Elder 
Mike David, Elder 
Bryce Buuck, Elder 

Chuck Wilt, Head Elder 
Jim Keenan, Elder 

Bob Anderson, Elder 
Roy Egeland, Elder 
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Praise the Lord!!!   
In my last article, I asked for new members to help us in 

our ministry.  I am happy to report, our prayers have 
been answered and we have been blessed with 2 new 

members, Sandra Emigholz and Jackie Burmeister. 
 
 
 
 

 

Below is a summary of the  
outpouring of blessings to those  

in need for the last three months:  
               
6 Memorial quilts  
2 Quilts given by a member to  
    someone in need 
 
G.G.'s House: 
 

17 fleece sleep sacks 
236 soapy washcloths 
156 drawstring lunch bags 
16 blankets 
23 floor pillows 
82 Santa bags 
197 Christmas ornaments 
 

Healthy Families: 
19 quilts (4 baby, 6 toddler & 9 Teen) 
9 burp cloths 
7 crib sheets 
210 baby washcloths 
1 receiving blanket 
 

Pregnancy Center: 
100 baby washcloths 
9 burp cloths 
8 crib sheets 
4 baby quilts 
7 kids quilts 
 

Infant & Toddler Pantry: 
100 baby washcloths 
10 burp cloths 
7 crib sheets 
4 baby qu9lts 
7 toddler quilts  
 

Shepherd’s Lighthouse: 
8 quilts 
8 toddler quilts 
8 crib sheets 
9 baby quilts 
100 baby washcloths 
 

Kid Central 
20 laundry bags 
10 baby washcloths 
5 crib sheets 
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In the coming quarter we will be finishing up sewing warm blankets, replen-
ishing our supply of quilts, sewing drawstring bags to put basic supplies for 

children removed the their homes, and continue supplying G.G.’s house with 
soapy wash cloths and drawstring lunch bags. 

 
Thank you for your continued support in prayer and donations of supplies.   
At this tine we can use lint rollers, washcloths, soap, fleece fabric (used for 
winter blankets, sleep sacks and burp cloths), cotton knot fabric (for baby 
washcloths), and 24 inched crocheted draw strings for lunch sacks.  As  

always we can also use some help fulfilling the needs of many!   
We meet on Thursdays from 9am-12pm. 

 
Thank you to Julia Mack who received $250 from Thrivent to help supply  

batting and much needed supplies! 
 

Any questions?  Call the church office and Carolyn will give you my phone 

number. 
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Dear friends and family,  
 
Winter greetings from Seoul!  
 
You overwhelmed us with your generos-
ity during this Christmas season, and we 
sincerely thank you for your partnership. 
Thank you for your patience as we send 
out our notes of thanks. 
 
We invite you to read our latest update 
below. You may also click here to down-
load for printing or posting. If  you aren’t 
able to view the attachment, please let us 
know.  
 
Peace to you in Jesus, 
 
The Wasmunds 
Matt, Dee Dee, Lily and Olivia 



 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRY INVITES YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR RETREAT 2024 “DIVINE DESTINATIONS” 

 

 

 

 

Join musical ‘flight a endant’ Wendysue Fluegge to laugh, pray, and explore 
life from the moment we leave the gate to the final des na on. Be inspired 
by music and bold conversa ons in unlikely places, make connec ons with 

fellow passengers, and discover more about the everlas ng Pilot. 

Board Trinity Airlines Flight #02242024 on Saturday, February 24, 2024, from 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm. for an exci ng trip. The price of this flight is $20.00 per 

person and includes a day of fun and food.  

Come early, locate your seat, relax, and enjoy the flight. 

8:00  Check in and boarding me (registra on) 

8:15   Trinity Café Opens for Coffee/Tea and Pastries/Fruit 

9:00  Welcome/Meet your Crew. 

9:15  Your Flight Begins 
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"Divine Des na ons"  

Women’s Retreat 2024 Registra on Form 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Local Address:________________________________________ 

Phone # or Email :______________________________________ 

Church: ______________________________________________ 

Lunch Selec on: _____ Turkey & Cheese _____ Ham & Cheese 

Dietary Concerns: _____________________________________ 

Mobility Concerns: ____________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: $___________ Cash $_____________ Check. 

Please make check payable to: Trinity Lutheran Church 

Please write on the Memo Line: Retreat 2024 

Drop off at the Trinity Lutheran Church Welcome Center Desk or; 

Mail to: TLC, 17330 US Highway 441, Summerfield, FL 34491 

 

Please have your registra on form, cash or check received at Trinity no later 
than Monday, February 19, 2024. Thank You.  


