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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
It always started at 7:00 every Tuesday night when I was in middle school. The whistle 
would blow and the “Call to Order” was announced as Boy Scout Troop #400 gathered 
together for their weekly meeting. Like clockwork the appointed leaders presented the 

“Colors” and without hesitation we joined together in reciting, The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America. It was always a highlight for me because our leaders never took our       
nation’s flag and The Pledge of Allegiance lightly as they instilled in our hearts and lives the values of 
our nation. Placing our hands over the heart signified the sacred trust we were making and a reminder of 
God’s blessings, of the high cost of freedom by those who gave their lives, and the hope that our nation 
represents to the rest of the world. Yet, I am afraid at times that for many these concepts may have lost 
their meaning in this day and age.  
 
At this time of the year our thoughts often turn to the celebration of Independence Day on the Fourth of 
July and recounting God’s wonderful blessings we enjoy as citizens of this great nation. The one     
blessing we tend to prize the most among many others would have to be the freedoms and rights we    
enjoy as identified through the Bill of Rights and defined by our nation’s Constitution to which our   
leaders are pledged to defend at all costs even if it means sacrificing one’s life for the freedoms of many. 
I’m not much of a movie-goer, but I recently saw, Topgun – Maverick, and was pleasantly surprised by 
the quality of the storyline and refreshed by the renewed focus they placed upon the high value of       
self-sacrifice for the cause of freedom in a world that prides itself upon a “Me First Attitude!”    
 
Yet, it doesn’t even come close to the high value of self-sacrifice for the cause of freedom accomplished 
for us through the mission and ministry in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the         
forgiveness of our sins and the salvation of the world. How He lived a perfect life fulfilling the Law on 
our behalf. How He endured the agony of being forsaken by His Father and pouring out His innocent 
lifeblood on the Cross. How He rose again from the dead proclaiming victory over sin, death, and the 
devil. All give testimony to this one sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins and the freedom accomplished 
for the salvation of the world – for you and me through faith in Christ.  As Paul states in Galatians 5:1, 
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery.” Or as Jesus replied in John 8:34-36, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So, if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free indeed.” Given this new nature, we can say with Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now 
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom!”   
 
The challenge with any freedom, whether it is the freedoms we enjoy through faith in Jesus Christ or as 
citizens of the United States, is how we determine to use them. God’s will for His people is that we 
would use them for the common good of all. On the one hand we can sacrifice ourselves by sharing 
God’s Word and love with those who are without God in their lives through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and on the other hand, we can sacrifice ourselves by actively engaging our resources and skills for   
building a greater nation, a greater state, and a greater community in service and love for others. As you 
celebrate Independence Day this year, take a moment and give thanks to God for the freedoms you enjoy 
and offer up your prayers for our nation’s leaders, our military service personnel, veterans, and first     
responders along with those for our church and this transitional period, our leaders and pastors, and our 
staff, as we seek to be faithful to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit and our witness of Christ in our     
community.  
 
  Your Servant in Christ,  Pastor Blair Clark       
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JULY PRAYERS 
 
SUNDAY 
Oh, God, we pray for those who will be traveling during the summer months.  We pray for their safety and 
Your blessings and guidance.  If they are driving we pray they will be cautious and have a concern for others 
on the road.  May their days of travel be joyful.  Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will watch over your coming and 
going both now and forevermore.” 
 
MONDAY 
Holy Father, thank You for the forgiveness You have promised me for this day.  When I am thoughtless and 
careless, in my actions and speech toward others, help me to remember Your loving ways.  Remind me I am 
to walk in the ways of my Lord Jesus.  To be kind and forgiving just as You are with me.  Ephesians 2:10 
“We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” 
 
TUESDAY 
O Holy Spirit, You are a blessing to me.  May I be filled with Your Spirit so I might go out into the world 
and share my faith with others.  Let my life be an example to others.  Grant me the humility to follow the 
Son when He leads and to serve Him all the days of my life.  1 Corinthians 2:12  “We have not received the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.” 
 
WEDNESDAY 
O Jesus, may I be aware when Satan is tempting me and trying to bring me away from You.  Let not the 
world entice me to follow in the wrong paths.  Shield me against the attacks of the evil one.  Strengthen me 
when temptation comes so I might not fall.  Forgive me Lord when I do fall for it is not my desire to sin, but 
to only live in Your light.  Hebrews 12:1 “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” 
 
THURSDAY 
Father, this new day comes as a gift from You.  May I thankfully give of myself to build up a brother or   
sister who is in need of a  kind word.  I pray especially for those family members and friends who are      
separated from one another due to disagreements.  Remind them this is not what our Lord desires for them.  
He gave His life so we would be reconciled to Him and to each other through love.  Romans 12:10 “Be    
devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.” 
 
FRIDAY 
O God, You sent Your Son, Jesus, as the Great Physician to live among us.  May all who are sick know in 
their weakness You provide healing and strength.  If it be Your gracious will bring healing and strength.  If it 
be Your gracious will bring healing to those I life up to You so they might rejoice in their healing and give 
You praise.  Above all bless them with Your love and knowing that in all things You work for the good of 
those who love You.  Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” 
 
SATURDAY 
Lord, bless our graduates and those loving them.  As this phase of their life closes and they move ahead into 
new endeavors, I pray for Your guidance and protection.  Be a light for their path in life, guiding them on to 
what will be the best for them.  Let them not get discouraged when things don’t go as they expect.  Give 
them the patience they need and encourage them to trust in You and Your wisdom.      Proverbs 16:9 “In his 
heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.” 
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PRE-SERVICE SANCTUARY NOISE 

We frequently hear comments about the level and amount of noise in the 
Sanctuary prior to the beginning of our weekend Church Services. Many 
of those in attendance use this time as private time to meditate, pray and 
prepare their heart and mind for hearing the word of God and in          

preparation for receiving the Lords Supper. Also, our music director selects pre-service music,        
reflecting on the theme of weekend services, to also assist in setting the Spiritual nature for that    
specific weekends services.  

Our ushers keep all doors into the Sanctuary closed, as much as possible, only opening to allow      
parishioners to enter the Sanctuary to reduce the noise from the Narthex entering into the Sanctuary 
prior to services.  

We do want to maintain our friendly church atmosphere, which we are known for, but also need to 
provide that private time prior to service for all those who want it. We are always glad to see friends 
and want to ‘catch up’ on the latest news or get updates on health issues someone may be                
experiencing. If at all possible, please have these conversations in the Narthex prior to service or wait 
until after the service has ended as you are leaving the Sanctuary.  

We respectfully ask everyone to please be considerate of those in the Sanctuary prior to church      
service and allow a quiet and peaceful atmosphere, keeping the talking and noise to a minimum to  
respect these wishes.   

WEARING NAME TAGS 

We want to encourage everyone to please wear your Trinity name tags when attending Church       
Services and other functions with our Church. The name tags are of great value when reaching out to 
any guests that are visiting when you introduce yourself and makes them feel more welcome to our 
church and provides a friendly atmosphere.  

Also, being a larger congregation with three Church Services, it becomes difficult to know everyone, 
especially with those attending a different service and therefore we don’t frequently see them. If     
anyone does not have a name tag or needs a replacement, please contact the church office and one 
will be provided for you to pick up at the welcome center.  

FLORIDA/GEORGIA DISTRICT CONVENTION 

The Florida/Georgia District Convention was held June 16 thru 18 in St Augustine Florida with the 
theme “A FUTURE FIXED ON JESUS”. The Delegates attending for Trinity were Pastoral Delegate 
Pastor Blair Clark and Lay Delegate Dennis Esch. During the Convention, a new District President 
was elected, as current President Walton was term limited. 

The following message was issued by President Walton: 

“Join us as we rejoice with our newly elected District President Reverend James Rockey and his wife 
Martha. Please pray for them during this time of transition.” We congratulate Pastor Rockey on his 
new and challenging position as District President and look forward to working closely with him as 
we continue working through our Transition and Call Process for the next Senior Pastor God has  
chosen for Trinity. 
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BUSHNELL PROPERTY  

Being owned by a church, the Bushnell property is approved by Sumter County to be tax free. Each 
year Trinity must re-apply for that tax free status to be approved by the county. With this years        
application to the county, several questions were asked regarding the use of this property in the       
future. One comment was that there is nothing, to identify to the public, on this property what it is for 
and therefore those adjoining property owners may not understand why it is tax free. 

After discussion at Church Council it was decided to install two signs, in a V shape for visibility from 
both directions on this property, near Highway 471, to identify Trinity as owners and the future use of 
the property for a religious purpose. A proof of this sign for Council approval is below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A recent visit to the area of our Bushnell property revealed activity on the Villages property along 
highway 471 within one mile North of our property. This area has been cleared of trees and machines 
were working, doing some sort of infrastructure prep work, as the Villages continue preparing for the 
future in this area. The pictures below show what it looked like on October 8, 2020 and what it looks 
like today with machines working the area.  

   

                  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2022 Church Officers 

Gilbert Dahnke – President    Carolyn Fortin – Vice President    
Joan Egeland – Secretary 

Gary Eckoff – Treasurer     Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity   Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education, inspiration and service.  We invite you to 

attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with  Gladness”  Psalm 100:2 our motto.                         

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

LWML Mite Box Collection 
 

The next monthly Mite Collection will be on Saturday & Sunday, July 2 & 3.  If a      
contribution cannot be made at that time, it can be made at any time during the 

month.  The Mite Box is always available in the Narthex.  In addition to the filled Mite Boxes, we 
accept cash and checks (payable to Trinity Ladies LWML). 
  
All - yes 100% - of the money collected from the Mite Box each month goes directly to the LWML 
FL-GA District and is used to support their designated mission grants, such as this one:  
 
2021-2023 Mission Grant #21 – Mercy House Belize Lutheran Campus.  This $100,000 grant 
was used to clear land, grade for correct water flow, and receive fill dirt to prepare for construction 
of a clinic on the Lutheran Campus in Seine Bight, Belize.  The vision of Mercy House connecting 
relational mercy care to Christ Lutheran Church in Seine Bight is becoming a reality.  Because of 
your donations, there will soon be a clinic right next to the school and church. 
  

When you give, you don’t just make a donation, you make a difference!   
Thank you for your support.  -Pam Bixler 

SUMMER OUTING 
Tuesday, July 26 at 12 pm 

 
Summer is a perfect time to get together indoors with friends, so LWML is 
planning a summer luncheon at Augustine’s 1812 House, 1101 Main St. 
(Spanish Springs Town Square) on    Tuesday, July 26th at Noon.    

We will be ordering our own meals from their menu which features many Italian dishes, salads, and 
more. The menu is on their website:   https://www.augustines1812.com/ 

All women of the congregation and their guests are invited to attend and share a 
time to get together during the summer.  We need to make reservations, so please 
sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex prior to July 20th.   We will meet AT the 
restaurant at Noon.  We hope you will join us.     

Our next regular meeting with a speaker will be in September.    



BOOKWORMS July Meeting 
 

 "Ordinary Grace" by William Kent Kruger… 
 
is anything but Ordinary.  Do you like surprise endings?  Probably the biggest 
surprise for our Bookworm Book Club is that many of us discovered that we 

had read this book four years ago and didn't remember it until the end of the book!  Well, when you 
get older that happens--right?   
 
Anyway, "Ordinary Grace" is full of mystery, intrige, and unsolved murders until the last page.  But 
don't be tempted to read ahead (Eleanor), just come join us on Wednesday, July 6 at 1:00 in Room 1. 
 
Next month our meeting comes early again on Wednesday, Aug. 3, same time and place. So find 
your book early and start reading.  The book is "The Harbinger" by Jonathan Cahn.   
 
This novel is an interesting narrative connecting God's prophecies of old with current signs.   Is the 
end nearer than we think? 
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MOVIE NIGHT:  
 
Come join us for Trinity Movie Night on Tuesday, July 12 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall for a showing of “Do You Believe?” 
 
  
The plot for “Do You Believe?”: A dozen different 

souls, all moving in different directions, all longing for something more. 
As their lives unexpectedly intersect, they each are about to discover 
there is power in the Cross of Christ, even if they don't yet believe it. 
When a local pastor is shaken to the core by the visible faith of an old 
street corner preacher, he is reminded that true belief always requires 
action. His response ignites a faith-fueled journey that powerfully       
impacts everyone it touches in ways that only God could orchestrate. 
More than a movie, it's a question we all must answer in our lifetimes: 
DO YOU BELIEVE? —Pure Flix Entertainment 
 
Check out the Trailer here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kBcmuGuS7M 
There will be snacks provided by the Fellowship Board. Bring a friend!  
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The Christian Cancer Care Blessings committee would like to thank our 
very generous and caring congregation for their donations and prayers of 
support. We collected hundreds of items, including ChapStick/lip balm, 
non-skid Socks, lap blankets, 
mouth rinse, puzzle books and 
pencils, hard candy, boxed and 
packaged Teas, cough drops, 
etc. We also included in each 

bag: a Bible, a journal, a bookmark, hand lotion and 
signed cards with scripture and words of                
encouragement. From our talented committee    
members and volunteers, each bag received        
handmade items such as a cross, an angel and a small 
tote bag with a tissue holder and port pillow.  Picture 
taken by Donna Faiella.  
 
 On June 7, CCCB committee members and volunteers packed 46 cancer care bags. They are located 
at the Welcome Center in the Narthex and are available at no charge. If you know of anyone, friend, 
neighbor or relative, near or far, that could benefit from this blessing, please feel free to take one 
with you. If you need one mailed, call Donna Faiella, 845-519-7359 or Jan Garner, 352-598-2048. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right : Suzy Kelm, Vita Crain, Wanda David, Mary Kay Schroeter, Barb 
Csont, Donna Faiella, Jan Garner, Lou Brady, Karen Matthews, Judy Hall, Debbie Sattler, Jackie 
Keck, and Patti Paxton. Picture taken by Debbie Zwolak. 

  
 
After packing the bags, we enjoyed a time of      
fellowship and reward of a job well done. Light 
refreshments were provided by Patti Paxton and 
the Board of Fellowship.  
 
Pictured on the left is:  
Jackie Keck,  Jan Garner, Patti Paxton, and  
Debbie Zwolak.  
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CCCB BAGS PLACED ON ALTAR 
 
On June 18th and 19th, the cancer care bags were 
placed on the altar and at the beginning of each        
service, were blessed by Pastor Schoolcraft. We        
appreciate the support of the Pastors and the church 
leadership with this ministry. Our congregation prayed 
for these blessed bags, and we hope will continue to 
pray for the receiver of these bags as well as the giver. 
We pray for the success of this ministry and that as we 
share God’s love with others, our bags provide comfort 
to those in need. 
 
The CCCB committee has given away 36 bags in three 
months to cancer patients undergoing cancer related 

treatments. We will continue to provide this resource relying on your donations. Our collection bin is 
in Room 4 labeled CCCB. Thank you for your support. 
 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 

Our next CCCB meeting will be held on Sept. 6 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 1. 
Everyone is welcomed and invited to join this ministry. For more  
information, call or text Jan Garner at 352-598-2048. 

 

A group of Trinity 
members placed  

2500 Flags at  
Bushnell Cemetery  

on May 29, 2022 

Thank you to Donna Faiella 
for the Pictures 
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FROM THE TLC COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL 
MISSIONS, BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
The Trinity Lutheran Church committee on Global Missions works to       
inspire our fellow Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world by 
any and all God pleasing methods. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GLOBAL MISSIONS DONATIONS TO THE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MISSOURI SYNOD 
 
The following information is from the LCMS Website on how our donations from Global Missions 
are used. 

LCMS GLOBAL MISSION FUNDING 
 
Gifts designated for LCMS Global Mission (the Global Mission Fund) are a streamlined and         
cost-effective way to bring people into contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Word 
(witness) and deeds (mercy). 
 
Our Synod sends missionaries, responds to catastrophic disasters, cares for the weak, champions 
the marginalized, strengthens LCMS congregations, supports Lutheran partner churches around the 
world as they are established and mature, and much more. 
 
Mercy and witness activities are no longer separated; they are carried out in close proximity to one 
another by one global team, boldly proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior and showing His love for all 
under the banner of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
 
Gifts for Global Mission are simple, agile and effective. Each gift is put to use wherever the           
opportunities are greatest at the time it is received. Global Mission gifts are put to work funding    
witness and mercy efforts here in the United States (National Mission) and in other countries 
(International Mission). 
 
They bolster work to proclaim Jesus in Word (Witness, carrying on the work of LCMS World       
Mission) and in deed (Mercy, or human care in the same vein as LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care). Global Mission gifts also fund Life Together work, those activities intended to enhance,    
orchestrate and focus the tremendous capabilities spread across the entire LCMS in service to our 
Lord’s Great Commission. In fact, the only thing Global Mission gifts cannot and do not fund is 
the administration of the LCMS as a corporation. 
 
Because of the way Global Mission gifts are put to work, the cost to faithfully manage and oversee 
these gifts runs 4.6% less than other, more tightly restricted types of donations. In fact, the only 
type of gift with a lower true administrative cost is an unrestricted donation to the LCMS (called a 
“Together As Synod” gift). 
 
For donors not yet ready to entrust to the LCMS an unrestricted gift and yet desirous of seeing their 
gifts put to real mission efforts as effectively and efficiently as possible, the Global Mission Fund 
is an outstanding choice. 
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Meet Rev. Jonathan and Anita Clausing  
Serving the Lord in Eastern Africa 

 
Rev. Jonathan and Anita Clausing serve the Lord as missionaries through The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Eastern Africa, based in Tanzania. Jonathan serves as a 
theological educator at St. Peter Theological Seminary in Himo, Tanzania, teaching a variety of 
courses in multiple departments. 
 
Jonathan was born in Belvidere, Ill., where Immanuel Lutheran Church, his home congregation, 
is located. He grew up on the family farm outside of town and received a bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural studies from Iowa State University, Ames. He received his Master of Divinity from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Before serving in Tanzania, Jonathan taught for a year and a 
half at Neema Lutheran College in Matongo, Kenya. Prior to becoming an LCMS missionary, 
he served for 11 years as the director of campus ministry at Lutheran High School of St. Charles 
County, St. Peters, Mo. Jonathan enjoys playing and writing music, wilderness backpacking and 
mountain climbing. 
 
Anita was born in Aurora, Ill., and her home congregation is Cross Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and School, Yorkville, Ill. She received a bachelor’s degree in secondary education, 
along with her Director of Christian Education certificate, from Concordia University,            
Nebraska, Seward. Before heading to the mission field, Anita served as program director at    
Lutheran Valley Retreat, Woodland Park, Colo. Since 1999, she has been a stay-at-home mom, 
homeschooling their children. She enjoys sewing. Jonathan and Anita have nine children — 
Emil, Ellie, Ernie, Eunice, Ethan, Eric, Eileen, Elijah and Emmanuel. Emil, their oldest child, 
attends Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, Ill. Their other eight children are with 
them on the mission field. 
 
Please pray for the entire Clausing family as they serve in Tanzania. Ask God to give them 
strength and peace in their life overseas as missionaries. Pray that the Word of God takes root 
and bears the fruit of faith in the lives of the East Africans who hear it. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
AUGUST MEETING 

 
Our next will be on August 15, 2022, in Room 1 at 10:00 a.m. All are 
encouraged and invited to attend. For more information, call or text Jan 

Garner, 352-598-2048 or email,   janandchloe@embarqmail.com.  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”- Matthew 28:19  
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 Men's Club Celebrate Independence Day with Gifts 
 
We are so richly blessed in the U.S.A.  To show our thankfulness and in honor of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the Trinity Men's Club has voted to share some 
of their profits from this year's newspaper drive with the St. Louis Lutheran  
Seminary and one of their young students. A check has been sent to both the 
Seminary and to Conner Forbes. Conner will be visiting nearby family before he 
begins his vicarage in GA. He has been invited to speak at our next meeting 
on Monday, July 4, at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Conner is married and 
like most seminary students, depends heavily on contributions from family, 
friends, and sponsoring congregations. Trinity is proud to assist  Conner as he 
seeks to   complete his synodical degree and anticipates a congregation Call. 
 

Conner is married to Emmi and is a new, first-time father. We look forward to hearing from him soon 
as he hopes to visit and assist in a future service at Trinity. We want to wish Conner God's richest 
blessings in his endeavor to serve the Lord. 
 

PS.  Our newspaper bins have been emptied and await your contribution! 

TRINITY TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE 
 

The transition task force held two Focus groups in the month of June.  We appreciate 
those who came to share fellowship and communicate their thoughts and desires       
regarding Trinity’s mission and ministry.  After our fellowship, we broke into multiple 

small groups of 10-12 people.  We talked about our Purpose with respect to mission and ministry.  
We also discussed what attracted us to Trinity church and what may attract others.  We concluded 
with talking about our means of communication and opportunities to expand our mission and     
ministry.  The groups were open with non-attribution regarding comments and suggestions.  The  
result was excellent communication.  We are collecting the comments and data to ensure we are 
aware of the congregation’s desires. 
 
As the task force goes forward with our transition, we will hold additional focus groups to attempt 
to collect as much input as possible.  Date and times will be announced.  Meanwhile we will     
evaluate the information we have gained.  It will be very valuable as we complete our self-study and 
transition plans.  Team members continue to work their tasks and help prepare the way for the call 
team.  We appreciate your patience and understanding that this is a critical time for our church’s  
future.  Please continue to pray for our Transition. 
 
Blessings in Jesus Name, 
Carolyn Fortin, Chair of the Trinity Transition Task Force 
Roy Egeland, Co-Chair 
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Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
     Muriel (Debbie) Thompson 
     Marge (Friend and Neighbor of Dorothy Frenz) 
 
A gift was given to the Music Fund in memory of Muriel (Debbie) Thompson 
 
A gift was given to LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary League) in memory of  
Muriel (Debbie) Thompson 

MEMORIALS 

SINGLES GROUP-July 15 
 
Hello everyone, please Save the Date for the Singles Group next get             
together….it will be on Friday, July 15 and the restaurant is still being          

determined. We will let you know in announcements coming up in July. Please join us!  

SONRISE SINGERS “MOMENT OF TRUTH”  
JUNE 11 & 12, 2022 

Thank you to the Bethany Lutheran 
Sonrise Singers for being here on 

June 11 & 12, 2022 to present 
“Moment of Truth”  

Pictures from Mary Minotto and Pam Bixler 
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Council Meeting Minutes Page 1 
June 17, 2022 

 
Present were:  Gil Dahnke, Carolyn Fortin, Joan Egeland, Gary Eckoff, Chuck 
Wilt, Patti Paxton, Martha Mitchell, Dennis Esch, Jeff Bixler, Jill Esposito,   
Pastor Blair Clark, and Pastor Roger Schoolcraft. Guests in attendance were: 

Donna Faiella, Lou Brady, Bob Behrends, and Jan Garner.   
 
Pastor Schoolcraft opened the meeting with a reading from Psalm 105 reminding us of our            
mission- purpose goal. Minutes of May 17, 2022 meeting were approved via e-mail on May 19, 
2022. 
 
PASTORS REPORT:  Pastor Schoolcraft reported on our transitional efforts. He has secured Kurt 
Bickel (author of Structure Your Church for Mission) as a guest speaker to the congregation on Oct 
17. He will review our constitution and provide ideas for improvements to our governing operations. 
He also reported that information has started to filter in from the Focus Group sessions and action is 
being addressed where appropriate. He will also be working on information to provide to the        
congregation regarding the process: why it takes so long, where we want to go, and some specifics 
regarding timing.  

 
Pastor Clark reported that the recent weekend with the Sonrise Singers was well received and 
wished to thank all involved in the process.  The congregation blessed the singers with a free will 
offering of $1,975.  He indicated that these types of events can really make an impact.   

 
BUSINESS MANAGER REPORT:  (copy attached) Jill Esposito presented our current            
membership. Jill also indicated that the work on the Employee Retention Tax Credit was completed 
and the amended 941 tax forms have been filed providing a net refund amount over $72K. The       
Finance Committee will meet to determine where to place the money. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  (copy attached) Gary Eckoff present the May Monthly Report. He 
commented that our income line is still way under budget expectations and instructed the boards to 
continue to be frugal and save money where they can.  
 
Patti Paxton made the following MOTION: Council shall accept the Treasurer’s Report as           
presented.  Carolyn For tin seconded. Motion car r ied. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Transition Team update: Carolyn Fortin reported the recent focus group session was attended by 
about 50 members. Good dialog and feedback was received. Further sessions are planned this week 
and then later in the fall to capture information from those seasonal members. Patti suggested         
afternoon time slots might improve the attendance. The team will report responses when all focus 
groups are completed. Roy Egeland has been appointed co-chair of the team to assist during the   
summer, however, Carolyn will continue to call in for meetings. The next meeting is August 9.  
 
Voter’s Meeting: Gil Dahnke reported that the agenda has been completed and the meeting is 
scheduled for June 26, 2022 at 9:15am between services. 
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NEW BUSINESS:   
2021 Financial Review: The review has been completed and no issues were 
found. The Council thanked and released the committee which included Betty 
Christman, Marilyn Thiel, and Cathy Zemke.  
 
Property in Bushnell:  
Gil provided an update on our property in Bushnell.  Each year we need to maintain our tax            
exemption status and recommended that we install a sign to indicate that this is church property and a 
future home as such. He provided several options and sizes for the Board to consider. The Council 
discussed the durability, visibility, and other regulations such as permit requirements that may be 
needed. After much discussion, Dennis Esch made the following MOTION: Council shall approve 
the 5’x10’ sign utilizing the 3rd graphic rendition option subject to permit regulations at a price 
of $1,458 (installation included). Jeff Bixler seconded. Motion carried. The Finance Committee  
will determine the funding.   
 
Gil also provided several maps showing our property location and future growth planned by The   
Villages. The Council discussed that this is exactly the type of information that the entire             
membership should be seeing on a regular basis, however, noted that this information has not been 
available until now. The Council agreed that we need to continue our full disclosure of information to 
the congregation and discussed various ways to carry on this task.  Gil will provide these updates at  
the Voter’s Meeting on June 26.  
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Evangelism: Bob Behrends, substituting for Jerry Iseler, provided a recap of the progress that has 
occurred over the past 6 months, including the success of the Creation studies seminar, improvements 
in mailing to new home purchasers in the area, website update team work going on, the Veteran’s 
event planned for November, the possibility of a Men’s retreat and the scheduled Women’s Retreat.  
Patti Paxton made the follow MOTION: Council shall approve the Women’s Retreat scheduled for 
Feb. 2, 2023 with expenses to be covered by registration fees. Chuck Wilt seconded. Motion 
carried.  
 
Human Care: Martha Mitchell reported that the team is still in transition and will be reorganizing 
with the assistance of Pastor Blair. She has updated the care notes on the wall. 
  
Stewardship: Dennis Esch had no report, but he is planning for the District Convention.  
 
Trustees: Jeff Bixler reported that he has a wonderful team of volunteers that continue to keep the 
maintenance of this aging church up to date.  
 
Elders:  Chuck Wilt reported that we have had a donation of a kneeling soldier and wishes it to be 
place at the base of our Veteran’s memorial plaques area. A base for the statue will be made by Bob 
Edenhofer. Chuck made the following MOTION: Council shall approve the placement of the     
kneeling soldier. Gary Eckoff seconded. Motion Carr ied.  
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Elders (con’t): Chuck reported that Matt Wasmund will be conducting 
services on July 16/17.  Also, he noted that we have a new Executive 
Director at Harbor Chase. The pastors will plan a visit to revitalize that 
relationship and hopefully grow that service once again. 
 
Christian Education:  Gill reported that the board is reorganizing and looking at Bible   
studies with the pastors to commence once again in the fall.  
 
Fellowship: Patti Paxton reported that the Sonrise Singers were very appreciative to the food 
offered during their performance weekend. She also indicated that the Movie Night event will 
start again on July 12. 
 
The next Council meeting will be September 20, 2022 at 1:00 PM in Room 3.   
 
OPEN ITEMS: 
 
LWML: Donna Faella informed the Council that a luncheon is scheduled to reacquaint        
everyone.  She also encouraged all ladies to get more involved. 
 
Global Missions: Jan Garner informed the Council that the services this weekend will be bless-
ing the CCCB gift packets. They are available at the welcome center and we will continue col-
lecting and making packets for the future.  Pastor Roger indicated that he would like us to do 
more with demonstrating the impact our outreach efforts have made. He will look to include 
pictures and  
testimonials for inclusion on our video screens.  
 
Website work: Bob Behrends reminded that Council that the website is still being refreshed and 
any updates needs to be forwarded to Dave Schuster at debit@embarquemail.com 
 
Gil then reminded the boards that we must follow our constitution and recited Section B. All 
material items and/or activities need to be brought to The Church Council for approval. Gary 
moved to adjourn, Dennis seconded. Meeting was adjourned. The group closed with The 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Egeland Approved via e-mail 
Recording Secretary June 16, 2022 
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Where: Trinity Lutheran Church – 17330 S. US Highway 441 - Summerfield 

When: Tuesday – July 26th –  
  To sign up, please call 1-888-653-6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitypartners or 

TEXT the Word  CIRCLE to 797979 



Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web:  
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have          

comments or suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

August 2022 Newsletter is  
**Friday, July 15th** 


